THE ACE AT ASHWELL
2170 22 JULY 1041

Alrcraft: Crow:
Junkers Ju 88 C-4 R4+BL 3/NJG 2 Lowtnant Meinz Voler. (Pilor) (Xilled)
Location: Unterotfizier Horbert Indenbirken.
High ground, noar (Boediunker) (Killed)
Time: Foldwebel Andreas Wurstl (Bordschutze)
01,30 hours (Kille)

Crashed as o result of serial colision with Welington R1334. This was the seventh
mmmm»amnummmmwm

Omn the night of 21-22 July, 1941, Hemnz Vollier and his crew were schodsled A tragic reminder of the
foe operations again. Afler a shoeser than ussad drseling the Shroe men waliied Buman price of war; a
across the drizrie swept rumway of Gilze Ripen alrficld i Holland. As Volker, crumpled Gorman ‘wound
Indoabirken and Wurst! climbed aboard their hlack paisted Junkers night fighter badpe’ picked wp years
the pusgent aroma of dope, oil 25d feint traces of barned cotdite procted thom later.

Volker and dax crow had been fiying
miroder masions In scarch of wowan

Britsh aircealt for some tme, burking in
the vicimty of RAF acrodromes looking
e mnbcky or imexpencenced  victims
Increasing RAF adtnaty noar Bassinghoum
had boen moticed by crews of NJG 2

One cycwitness rememdered a *Jerry
flying arousd Ashwell village, s eagines
sousding different 10 the RAF planes. This
paricular aircraft Grcled Ashrwell, dropping
flares all over the duaesict, bat after 22 Juls
these noctarsal visits cemsed. One can onh
sarmse that Volker and his crew had been
the vattor as these (eee dropping missions
Soppad soddenly

Operatisg m B¢ same area oo 10
Apeil 1941 had been Volker's collcague,
Obericutsant Schulz, who &t down
Wellingtom L4253, This Wellngwn dinved

verucally down and crmbed 1200 3 house ot




A Junkers Ju 83C
rightfighter of
he type Nown by
Hedax Voller.

Ashwell. Fortenately the house was unoccupied at the tme. Other night fighser
victoeies aee Misted below, bt have not boen annibaused 10 specific crews

24 Aprit 1941 a Wellington of 11 OTU based at Bassingbown was
shot down while attemptiag to land. It crashed Into staticaary
Wellington R1&04.

13 July 1941 Wellington X3169 was fred Upon a3 It was about 10 land at
Steepie Norden asrcdrome and was seriousty damaged.

19 August 1941 Wellinglon 3005 was shot down north east of
Barrington.

Volker crossod the “enerrry” coast just befow The Wask, skined the Norfolk
Coxst, and then tomed inland pasiing scar Newmarket. Dewpite having doen
tracked by the Observer Corpn for some comsadensble time. listhe action was
wken by the defences Bast south of Newmarket 2 unghe searchlight fixked on,
e ermatic beam wavening isto the might sky, however after 3 few moments it
was tarned off

By now Volker and his crew had deoppad 1o around 700 feet The Jumkens
£3 was sow soreaking over the flat.fiekdod odges of the Fealand, oo ats courve
10 the Batsiaghourn area. As undulating Bill tops with small copacs ce suagle
trees appeared Volker commenced a very wide crcular Night path acrony the
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FH10M40 « a Hampden near Scampton

21240 ~ 2 Blocheim moar Craswell

DADLAET ~ 2 Welinglon near West Raynhams

1TIOUES « & Hampden near Finningley

2425441 ~ threo erdeims near Lndhoime
COMBAY

AL abox NS howrs Mg boon Curclimg for some memetics. Wiarst)
suddcnly wBoutod out. They had rassed someth ¢ WL e AD
vuse ad Sosted by and for 3 socond he was sare e had wy n ol oo
yohion Do Mamed o baust Wurstl was indeod corrext, e had et had
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erew oo board B 135 e sepde were

Sergeant C A MacAlbster, Wireless Operator
Flight Sergeant W A Stewart, Pilot

Sergeant S Stewarn. Wireless Operator
Sergeant R E Hitbert, Wiroloss Operator
Sergeant F S Houston, Pkt
Sergeant T Manning, Gunner
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The Vickers
Wenington
mainstyy of Bomber
Command in 1941




Sergeant B C Thompson, Pilot
Sergeant C M S Lewis, Observer

Vollker swung the Jenkens asound = 3
very tight tum and all the crew scansed Ihe
might sky. Many bundrods of feet alead a tin)
plopnck of light was sposied, pething Sarper
and large hon in the dariness the foem of
a huge actoplane could be seen. Hoaz Volker
bad seen i5 100, He throttled back, allowang the
Beitish acroplane o viide abead. Realignng
his acroplane, Volker posstionad himeael! right
bebind his wowary victim. Just as Volker
opened fire the Wellington pilot bogan some
VIOKEE CAVaSIVE action 2 Hacer shils shmmed
past. Volker followed and fired a theee second
Burst a8 e tarpet. The crew of the Juskers 33
could see the bright faabes of stnikes 3 the
cannon el caploded on, = and through
the wings and fusclage of the Wellington. The

cllington mmodncly caught lire, radng 2

great hanoer of fucl-fed Mame from cac wing

Saall sparks and prces of Ahesd and wrirame

Lowtnant Hens came away from the doomed Wellngion and tembiod back past thee atmacker,

Volker, 'the Ace bt still the ptlot tried further cvasive MAROCUNVEES

at Ashrwell Volker watched the Wellington o into a Ught tum to port. The flames from
he Wellinston croated 3 Mickeriag ceange ghow @ the cockpit of the Jusiers

Vidker realisod that be was 300 close and anempied % oot-term the falling
Wellisgon. However, at has speed that was sirsply S0t poss e, Like a moth

3 Behe. Vollier had boen beactly mesmensed by the glow Trom s victzm

Sawing hm and Bas Crew 10 OO CRose
At 00 feet above Ashwell both secraft cxploded m cae semific blinding
white Ranh the srvnated the coustryside for mules around. The buming
wrockase fell to carth. The cockpét arca of @ Jenkers 85 had devnsograted and
aut one Body fell out from the mais wreckage to Laad several bundrod foct

sy, The tail section snapeed off the Juskors and landed mtact m the village

The remainder bellvpannad oa the top of a nNse in the land. exploded and then
coatmedd] o bum

¢ Welingron fell away from the colliuon fHicroehy ablaze and dived o
o adiacent fickd diiling all on boand. The crxile of axplodng ammunition

coudd be heard from both crashes. This was Volker's egheh and final victory
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CRASH INVESTIGATION
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In 2o twilight Mours

grest 10 the a Wellington crew
DOANd thelr bomber

{ramy had for another sortie



The original wooden
grave markern

at Bassingbourn
cum Kneesworth
cometery in the
1960s. Later the
bodios wece moved
10 Cannock Chase

s essablishod that the “Experse’ of NG 2 had met his death over thas blcak
Hertfoodahire hillssde. The body and other fragmentary resaans of the Uerman
crew were gathered up aad Buned = Bassaghourn cum Knocsworth cemesery,
but were Mter moved 1o Cannock Chane.  Mosshs Later, when the fickd came o
he harvested. 3 third 20mm cannon was found. This Gorman might Nightcr had
boen sernod with a rowal of Seee MG T4 and throe 20mm casncn

65 YEARS ON

Nunerous indnidaals have examined the cranh site over the last siaty-five
of %0 Vears, some have madc interesting discovenses in the ploegh seil. Lying ca
tho serface are sumserous globules of coce molien aleninem, broken electral
components and exploded MG17 abell cases. The wreckage ponstrated o 2
deoth of about Beoe foet. Dutch codns have boes found over the years, he 1p
fooen a Jemther ying facket and 3 crusspled broare German wound badge
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