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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  

held on Wednesday 7th August 2024, at 7.00pm,  
in the Parish Room. 

Present: Councillors Graham Lee (Chair) Norton Mahy (Vice Chair), Chris Button, Ian Duffy, David 
Sims, Vinny Hall and Joan Yates. 

Also in attendance: Trainee Clerk Sally Roberts, Deputy Clerk Nicky Forrester, several members of 
the public, District Councillor Tom Tyson, County Councillor Steve Jarvis, and Sav Patel from LanPro. 
The meeting was recorded on Zoom.    

Please see website for audio recording and for appendices issued with agenda and referred to in the 
minutes.  2024 Meeting Minutes and Agendas 

31 Apologies for absence To receive and accept apologies for absence.     
From Cllrs Martin Hoffman (unwell). 

32 Interests (a) To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda, (b) To 
receive written requests for dispensations for declarable interests, and (c) To grant any requests for 
dispensation as appropriate.  Where any declaration of interest involved the Chair, the meeting to 
agree an alternative individual to take the Chair for that item(s).   

Cllr Lee has an ongoing Dispensation from the April meeting to report on Zero Carbon Ashwell. 

Cllr Lee declared an ‘other’ interest in item 36.1.2 re his Directorship of the CLT and requested a 
dispensation to address the meeting.  It was agreed that this be granted and the form was signed by 
the clerk. 

Cllr Mahy also declared an ‘other’ interest in item 36.1.2 re his Directorship of the CLT and left the 
room during the discussion. 

33 Minutes - to approve draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 3rd July 2024.   It was proposed 
that the Minutes were passed as a true account of proceedings and resolved that the proposal be 
accepted.   Action: Clerk/Chair 

34 Parish Issues and Public Participation Protocols for Public Participation in Council Meetings 

Standing Orders were suspended. 

34.1 Q&A session with Sav Patel from LanPro reference planning application on land between 
Huntsridge and Ashwell House 5 High Street :  24/01444/FP.   

See item 36.1.2 below. 

34.2 To hear any new matters raised (members of the public and councillors can raise any Parish 
related matters).    

https://www.ashwell.gov.uk/parish-council/meetings/full-council/2024-meetings-minute/
https://www.ashwell.gov.uk/downloads/what_the_parish_council_does_from_may_2023/apc_public_participation_protocol_2023.pdf
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A parishioner addressed the HR committee see item 37.1 

34.2.1 To note correspondence received from Ashwell Academical Youth Football Club 
(ACCIES) in an effort to bring back playing matches and training into the village.  
Appendix A & Appendix B 

It was noted that approx. 150 children from the village play football often going outside of 
the village to find facilities.  It was noted that Cllr Mahy prepare a map to visualise 
potential suitable areas where they could train, attach ownership in order that the Parish 
Council may approach owners to see if they may assist.  This might take some time and 
will be ongoing.   Clerk to notify the ACCIES. Action:  Clerk 

34.2.2 To note information received from NHC regarding North Herts Prosperity Fund.     
Appendix C 

• Grants up to £20,000 may be available from the NH Prosperity Fund.   

• Applications must be in by 1st September 2024 and monies spent if successful by 
31st March 2025.   

• Potential suggestions were: a drinking fountain at the rec, additional fencing at 
the rec, benches in the village.   

• Councillors to notify the clerk.   Action: Clerk/Cllrs 

34.2.3 A parishioner asked about follow-up actions following the last Community Land Trust 
meeting.   Cllr Lee undertook to respond to this following the PC meeting. 

 Action:  Cllr Lee 

34.3 To receive reports from representatives from outside bodies, local authorities and agencies. 

34.3.1 To receive a report from County Councillor Steve Jarvis.  

Speed indicators for Station Road, Kingsland Way and Claybush Road have been booked 
and survey will be carried out in the Autumn.    

A new streetlamp has been erected in Silver Street.   

There is a hold on “non-urgent” repairs.   

The growth of vegetation has been noted as exceptional this year and grass cutting will 
begin earlier next year.  

 County Council are giving away trees and those parishioners who are interested will need 
to register.  If still available, trees will be delivered in December.  If interested please 
contact the Clerk.  

34.3.2 To receive a report from District Councillor Tom Tyson.   

Nothing to report.  Cllr Mahy asked Cllr Tyson for assistance for S106, Cllr Tyson agreed 
to follow up. 

Standing Orders to be reinstated. 

35 Reports from Working Groups. To receive oral updates from relevant leaders/members and agree 
any actions that require Parish Council input/approval. 

35.1 Planning Advisory Working Group - To note, any further information regarding S106 and 
awaiting the outcome from CDA Herts of the Affordable Housing Survey. 

https://www.ashwell.gov.uk/downloads/agendas_and_minutes/agendas/2024/council_letter_facilities_redacted.pdf
https://www.ashwell.gov.uk/downloads/agendas_and_minutes/agendas/2024/accies_pitch_size.pdf
https://www.ashwell.gov.uk/downloads/agendas_and_minutes/agendas/2024/nh_prosperity_fund_.pdf
https://www.ashwell.gov.uk/news2/affordable-housing-s/
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No update received. 

35.2 Access to Ashwell station includes the cycle/footway route and car parking. (Cllr Lee). 

Ongoing, Cllr Lee has been in contact with the LCWIP, project leader at NHC who is of the 
opinion that commitments for the Baldock will leave no funds available for this project.  Cllr Lee 
to pursue councillors in South Cambs and to keep Cllr Tyson informed. 

 Action:  Cllr Lee 

35.3 Trees and Hedges (Cllr Sims).  

It was noted that the hedge in Small Gains Lane near the Station Road development could be at 
risk as it is located very close to the building line.  Cllr Tyson to give advice on plans and 
conditions to ensure hedge will be preserved.  Clerk to also view planning application.        

 Action: Cllr Tyson/Clerk 

35.4 Zero Carbon Ashwell (ZCA) group. (Cllrs Lee & Duffy). 

Feedback has been received from consultant responsible for guiding applications of the 
feasibility study, a meeting is to be arranged with Cllr Lee + one member from the group to 
discuss refinements to the application. 

36 Planning matters: to include new and existing applications.  To see full details of applications on 
the NHC website enter the reference number into the planning search box.    

36.1 New consultations received from NHC. To note any correspondence and agree responses.  

36.1.1 6 The Dovecote Listed Building Consent.  24/01413/LBC : Reroof grade II listed 
dovecote. 

A parishioner described the work required for 6 The Dovecote.  It was noted that the 
Parish Council has no objection and the decision will be made by the Listed Buildings 
Officer. 

36.1.2 Land Between Huntsridge and Ashwell House 5 High Street : 24/01444/FP : Erection of 
14 dwellings (including affordable housing) including creation of access from Ashwell 
Street, footpath link to Lucas Lane, public open space and soft and hard landscaping, 
biodiversity enhancement and, associated infrastructure on land north of Ashwell Street. 

 
Sav Patel of LanPro addressed the meeting, stating this is a revised application following 
refusal in January of the previous application.  He advised that changes to key issues 
were made in terms of layout, architectural style; and to lessen the impact to Ashwell 
Street, the development has been positioned further to the North of the site away from 
Ashwell Street.  He has also been in pre-application discussions with the planning office 
to fully understand and address key issues.   
 
A parishioner whose land is adjacent to the proposed development informed the meeting 
that the site plans showing the boundary line of the site plan have been drawn incorrectly 
and encroaches onto his land by a distance of 5-6m along the length of a 150m boundary. 
He added that he had not been consulted by NHC prior to this 3rd application.  In addition, 
what is not shown on the site plan is the 30 year old mature hedge (4mW x 3mH), which is 
in the conservation area and includes 7 mature trees within the hedge each carrying a 
TPO.   The plan had also not taken into account a root protection area. 
 

https://pa2.north-herts.gov.uk/online-applications/
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Cllr Lee suggested that should the development go ahead once all issues have been 
resolved it would be desirable for a Housing Association, focussed on prioritising those 
applicants with an Ashwell connection to be involved in the allocation of the 4 dwellings 
designated as affordable housing. 
 
It was resolved that the parish council should raise the concerns regarding the site 
boundary with the planning officer and request a revised consultation date for the Parish 
Council and the public to make comments.   Action:  Clerk 

36.2 To note Kirby Manor Farm Northfield Road: 24/01570/PNQ : Notification of application for prior 
approval for conversion of existing agricultural buildings to provide 8 residential unit. 

A parishioner spoke in the open session outlining concerns regarding the proposed 
development, as follows:  the increase in number of dwellings : materials used : privacy to 
existing residents dwelling : highways safety issues : flash flooding : historical chemical spillage 
leading to possible contamination on site : issues to the water supply. 

It was noted that as a class Q site, any development must been in the footprint of the existing 
buildings and that it is designed to bring obsolete buildings back into use.  The Parish Council 
resolved to request that this application is deferred until they had an opportunity to see the site 
and look at the plans as the NHC planning portal has been unavailable for some days. 

 Action:  Clerk 

36.3 To  note the Planning Summary as of 1st August 2024.  

36.4 Tree consultations (Conservation Area and TPO) received from NHC. To agree responses to any 
received. 

36.4.1 Huntsridge, Ashwell Street:  24/01559/TCA:  Trees (Conservation Area) : 2 x Plum - Cut 
back in line with the wall. 

It was noted that the Parish Council had no objection to the above application. 

36.4.2 40 Back Street: 24/01553/TCA: Trees (Conservation Area) : T1. Holly - Remove to ground 
level. T2. Conifer - Remove to ground level. T3. Plum - Remove to 2ft stump. T4. Plum – 
Crown reduce to gutter height. Approx 1m reduction. 

It was noted that the Parish Council had no objection to the above application. 

36.4.3 1 West End: 24/01689/TCA:  Trees (Conservation Area): T1 Crab Apple - Reduce crown by 
1m, remove mistletoe. T2. Plum - Reduce crown by 1m. T3. Goat Willow - Remove to 
ground level. 

It was noted that the Parish Council had no objection to the above application. 

36.5 To note the Tree Planning Summary as of 1st August 2024. 

36.6 Provisional TPO re Claybush Hill Meadow - To consider the response to NHC’s decision Not to 
confirm the order.  Appendix D 

The Parish Council asked Cllr Tyson to investigate the rejection of the TPO following objection by 
Affinity Water.  Retention of the trees was a planning condition in order to screen Claybush Hill 
Meadow from Arbury Banks.    Cllr Tyson to query with NHC why the officer has taken this 
decision. Action:  Cllr Tyson 

37 Reports from Committees 

37.1 HR Committee. To receive an oral report and agree any actions.    

https://www.ashwell.gov.uk/downloads/planning/2024/current_application_spreadsheet.pdf
https://www.ashwell.gov.uk/downloads/planning/2024/trees/tree_planning_summary_spreadsheet.pdf
https://www.ashwell.gov.uk/downloads/planning/2024/trees/tpo_212_not_confirmed_letter_-_ashwell_pc.pdf
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Cllr Button reported that the HR Committee has dealt with the HR issue inline with Parish 
Council procedure.  Minutes have been issued to members of the HR committee only. 

38 Reports from parish councillors on premises and other responsibilities. To receive oral reports 
and agree any actions needed.  

38.1 The Springs Report from Cllr Hoffman. 

Cllr Hoffman was absent but had voiced that he is happy with works at the Springs which are 
scheduled and in hand following recommendations from the Tree Survey. 

38.2 St Mary’s Churchyard Grounds Maintenance. Report from Cllr Hoffman. 

Cllr Hoffman was absent but had voiced that he is happy with works at the Churchyard which are 
scheduled and in hand following recommendations from the Tree Survey. 

38.3 Recreation Ground including the playground, pavilion and public toilets. Report from Cllr 
Graham Lee. To include the previously published  consultations on the playground and the  
pavilion and further consultation and actions re the pavilion and public toilets. 

It was noted that there are no papers for discussion as the exercise is incomplete, with further 
work needed.  It was agreed that a short document be produced with questionnaire which will be 
circulated to all parishioners to include a link to the full document on the website.  It was agreed 
that Cllrs will have the opportunity to comment on the draft paper at the next meeting which will 
be issued with the agenda.   It was noted that Cllrs should not make recommendations but 
merely present the facts to the village. 

38.4 Small Gains (Accies pitch and allotments). Report from Cllr David Sims. 

Cllr Sims reported that all is in hand and thanked the Deputy Clerk for her work on the allotment 
tenant agreement. 

38.5 War Memorial. To note any updates. 

38.5.1 Cleaning and Minor Repairs to War Memorial 

3 quotes have been received. Quotes 1&2 were similar with Quote 1 including minor 
repairs and repointing where needed.  Quote C was considered too expensive.   It was 
resolved that the Deputy Clerk should instruct the contractors of Quote 1 to carry out the 
work. 

38.5.2 War Memorial Revaluation Insurance.   

The Clerk reported that several suppliers have been invited to revalue the memorial with 
no response.  Clerk to contact RBL, War Memorial Trust, Lutyens Trust and Historic 
England for advice. 

38.6 Cemetery. To note any updates.  

No further updates 

38.7 Street furniture.  

38.7.1 Litter bin review. Report from Cllr Mahy.  To include the ongoing consultation and 
communications with NHC.  

Nothing to report, awaiting contact from NHC. 

39 Finance and Governance 
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39.1 Budget tracking and the monthly summary of accounts. To note the information up to 31st July 
2024 to be circulated to parish councillors after the end of the month. Proposal that the 
summary of receipts and payments be issued with the draft minutes and the two nominated 
parish councillors sign off the accounts in accordance with internal control procedures.  

To note any variances of actual expenditure compared to budget. 

 Monthly summaries given to Cllrs and posted to the website.  Cllr Mahy noted the payroll figure is 
currently frontloaded but will even out as the year progresses. 

39.2 Insurance Renewal Policy 

To note information from insurance broker in regard to renewal on 1st October 2024 and our 
request for increasing the cover in liability. 

Personal liability insurance volunteer cover has been increased to age 90.  Currently awaiting the 
renewal figure from the insurance company. 

39.3 Annual Audit for the 2023-24 financial year.  To note any further updates. 

No further updates. 

39.4 Community Governance Review - To note the survey sent by NHC. Appendix E  

It was noted that Appendix E has been sent as a newsletter and is on the website.   It gives the 
Parish Council opportunity to request a review to the number of Parish Councillors for Ashwell.  
Currently up to 12 Parish Councillors may be elected.   It was agreed that this will be an agenda 
item for September when councillors will vote on what they believe is the correct quota. 

39.5 Financial Regulations – To note the updated NALC model document and to receive a proposal 
to approve the updated version that includes figures as relevant that were last approved on 1st 
May 2024.  Appendix F 

It was resolved that the Council adopt the new NALC model Financial Regulations as per 
Appendix F.  Clerk to upload to Financial Regulations link on website. Action:  Clerk 

39.6 Reimbursement - To agree reimbursement to Cllr Lee of £138.46 for monies spent on 
zerocarbonashwell.org domain and premium plan. Appendix G 

It was resolved and agreed that Cllr Lee be reimbursed £138.46.   Action:  Clerk 

The meeting closed at 9.30pm 

 

Date of next meeting: Wednesday 4th September 2024, 7pm.  

Issued by:  Sally Roberts - Trainee Clerk to Ashwell Parish Council, 15th August 2024 
 

https://www.ashwell.gov.uk/downloads/agendas_and_minutes/agendas/2024/community_governance_review.pdf
https://www.ashwell.gov.uk/downloads/agendas_and_minutes/agendas/2024/community_governance_review.pdf
https://www.ashwell.gov.uk/downloads/agendas_and_minutes/agendas/2024/ashwell_nalc_model_financial_regulations_august_2024.pdf
https://www.ashwell.gov.uk/downloads/agendas_and_minutes/agendas/2024/wix_invoice_000042.pdf

