
 
 
 
 
NATURAL ENGLAND RESPONSE 
 
From: xxxxxxxxxxxxx@naturalengland.org.uk>  
Sent: 20 August 2026 15:29 
To: clerk@ashwell.gov.uk 
Subject: Recreational disturbance at Ashwell Springs 

 
Dear Sally, 
 
Thank you for contacting Natural England about this problem. I will record it as a 
pressure on our system and we can keep an eye on it. 
 
Unfortunately, there’s not a huge amount we can do at the current time and as you note 
the hot weather has most likely exacerbated the issue. 
 
Certainly, dogs in the water can be harmful, especially if they are having flea or tick 
treatments. This can be very damaging to aquatic life. Sun ointments getting into the 
water aren’t great either. 
 



I think in the first instance you should definitely erect signage. This can inform visitors 
about the importance of the SSSI and the need to avoid activities that will have a 
detrimental effect. 
You can list these – ie dogs on leads taking litter home etc. Ask them to respect this 
important site and help to protect it. 
 
I also think a volunteer warden might be helpful. Someone who is able to walk round 
and chat to people about the Springs and have a word when they spot anything amiss. 
 
It might even be if you have statutory powers over the land, you could explore the 
creation of a byelaw, although this is out of my realm of expertise and you would have to 
get proper advice. It might also be a bit over the top. 
 
Natural England currently has a team working on the problem of recreational pressure 
as it is a problem in many areas across the country. It is early days and at the moment 
we are collecting evidence and considering what further evidence we might need. 
 
I hope this helps. Please let me know how you get on. 

Natural England  
Eastbrook 
Shaftesbury Road 
Cambridge 
Cambridgeshire 
CB2 8DR  
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